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MESSAGE 
 
Occasion    : Thursday Prayer Service / Sunday Morning Service 
Theme     : Thanksgiving 
Venue     : Lighthouse BBC Tatalon 
Date     : August 30, 2018 / September 2, 2018 
 
TITLE     : THE WILL OF GOD IN OUR GIVING THANKS 
Text/s     :   
 
1 Thess 5:18 
18 In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you. 
KJV 
 
Eph 5:20 
20 Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ; 
KJV 
 
Phil 4:6 
6 Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known unto God. 
KJV 
 
Col 3:17 
17 And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to 
God and the Father by him. 
KJV 
 
 
Bible Reading   :   
 
Ps 34:1-10 
34 I will bless the Lord at all times: his praise shall continually be in my mouth. 
2 My soul shall make her boast in the Lord: the humble shall hear thereof, and be glad. 
3 O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt his name together. 
4 I sought the Lord, and he heard me, and delivered me from all my fears. 
5 They looked unto him, and were lightened: and their faces were not ashamed. 
6 This poor man cried, and the Lord heard him, and saved him out of all his troubles. 
7 The angel of the Lord encampeth round about them that fear him, and delivereth them. 
8 O taste and see that the Lord is good: blessed is the man that trusteth in him. 
9 O fear the Lord, ye his saints: for there is no want to them that fear him. 
10 The young lions do lack, and suffer hunger: but they that seek the Lord shall not want any good 
thing. 
KJV 
 
Song/s     : Trust, Promises 
 
Other references  :  
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INTRODUCTION 
 
The Ekklesia being filled with the goodness and the grace of God has much reason to thank Him.  
This is the reason why Paul, in many of his epistles, instructs churches to be thankful. 
 
All these verses are instructions of the Apostle Paul to churches: 
 
1 Thess 5:18 
18 In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you. 
KJV 
 
Eph 5:20 
20 Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ; 
KJV 
 
Phil 4:6 
6 Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known unto God. 
KJV 
 
Col 3:17 
17 And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to 
God and the Father by him. 
KJV 
 
Phil 4:4 
4 Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say, Rejoice. 
KJV 
 
 
BODY 
 
The will of God in giving thanks 

1 Thessalonians 5:18 (KJV)  In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus 

concerning you. 

 

A) It is God’s will for us to be thankful in “every thing.” 

1 Thess 5:18 

18 In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you. 

KJV 

 

Eph 5:20 

20 Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord 

Jesus Christ; 

KJV 
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Phil 4:6 

6 Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving 

let your requests be made known unto God. 

KJV 

 

Col 3:17 

17 And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 

thanks to God and the Father by him. 

KJV 

 

Rom 12:2 

2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your 

mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. 

KJV 

 

Col 1:9 

Deut 26:11 

11 And thou shalt rejoice in every good thing which the Lord thy God hath given 

unto thee, and unto thine house, thou, and the Levite, and the stranger that is 

among you. 

KJV 

 

Ps 63:3-5 

3 Because thy lovingkindness is better than life, my lips shall praise thee. 

4 Thus will I bless thee while I live: I will lift up my hands in thy name. 

5 My soul shall be satisfied as with marrow and fatness; and my mouth shall praise 

thee with joyful lips: 

KJV 

 

Ps 100:1-4 

100 Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands. 

2 Serve the Lord with gladness: come before his presence with singing. 

3 Know ye that the Lord he is God: it is he that hath made us, and not we 

ourselves; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. 

4 Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise: be 

thankful unto him, and bless his name. 

KJV 

 

Acts 2:46-47 

46 And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread 

from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart, 

47 Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the 

church daily such as should be saved. 

KJV 
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9 For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to 

desire that ye might be filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual 

understanding; 

KJV 

 

Col 4:12 

12 Epaphras, who is one of you, a servant of Christ, saluteth you, always labouring 

fervently for you in prayers, that ye may stand perfect and complete in all the will of 

God. 

KJV 

 

1 John 2:17 

17 And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God 

abideth for ever. 

KJV 

 

 

B) It is God’s will for us to be thankful “in every thing.” 

 

1) When “in every thing” refers being rich. 

 

1 Cor 1:4-5 

4 I thank my God always on your behalf, for the grace of God which is given you 

by Jesus Christ; 

5 That in every thing ye are enriched by him, in all utterance, and in all 

knowledge; 

KJV 

 

2 Cor 9:11 

11 Being enriched in every thing to all bountifulness, which causeth through us 

thanksgiving to God. 

KJV 

 

1 Tim 6:17-19 

17 Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be not highminded, nor trust 

in uncertain riches, but in the living God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy; 

18 That they do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to distribute, willing 

to communicate; 

19 Laying up in store for themselves a good foundation against the time to come, 

that they may lay hold on eternal life. 

KJV 

 

 

2) When “in every thing” refers to abounding. 

 

2 Cor 8:7 

7 Therefore, as ye abound in every thing, in faith, and utterance, and knowledge, 

and in all diligence, and in your love to us, see that ye abound in this grace also. 
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KJV 

 

1 Cor 1:5 

5 That in every thing ye are enriched by him, in all utterance, and in all 

knowledge; 

KJV 

 

2 Cor 9:8 

8 And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all 

sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work: 

KJV 

 

1 Cor 4:7 

7 For who maketh thee to differ from another? and what hast thou that thou didst 

not receive? now if thou didst receive it, why dost thou glory, as if thou hadst not 

received it? 

KJV 

 

 

3) When “in every thing” refers to being subject. 

 

Eph 5:24 

24 Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own 

husbands in every thing. 

KJV 

 

Ex 23:13 

13 And in all things that I have said unto you be circumspect: and make no 

mention of the name of other gods, neither let it be heard out of thy mouth. 

KJV 

 

Eph 5:33 

33 Nevertheless let every one of you in particular so love his wife even as himself; 

and the wife see that she reverence her husband. 

KJV 

 

Col 3:20 

20 Children, obey your parents in all things: for this is well pleasing unto the Lord. 

KJV 

 

Col 3:22 

22 Servants, obey in all things your masters according to the flesh; not with 

eyeservice, as menpleasers; but in singleness of heart, fearing God: 

KJV 

 

Titus 2:7-14 

7 In all things shewing thyself a pattern of good works: in doctrine shewing 

uncorruptness, gravity, sincerity, 

8 Sound speech, that cannot be condemned; that he that is of the contrary part 

may be ashamed, having no evil thing to say of you. 
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9 Exhort servants to be obedient unto their own masters, and to please them well 

in all things; not answering again; 

10 Not purloining, but shewing all good fidelity; that they may adorn the doctrine 

of God our Saviour in all things. 

11 For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, 

12 Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live 

soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world; 

13 Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and 

our Saviour Jesus Christ; 

14 Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify 

unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works. 

KJV 

 

 

4) When “in every thing” refers to have cares in this world. 

 

Phil 4:6 

6 Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with 

thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God. 

KJV 

 

Phil 4:6 

6 Do not fret or have any anxiety about anything, but in every circumstance and 

in everything, by prayer and petition (definite requests), with thanksgiving, 

continue to make your wants known to God.  

AMP 

 

Dan 3:16 

16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, answered and said to the king, O 

Nebuchadnezzar, we are not careful to answer thee in this matter. 

KJV 

 

Matt 13:18-23 

18 Hear ye therefore the parable of the sower. 

19 When any one heareth the word of the kingdom, and understandeth it not, 

then cometh the wicked one, and catcheth away that which was sown in his 

heart. This is he which received seed by the way side. 

20 But he that received the seed into stony places, the same is he that heareth 

the word, and anon with joy receiveth it; 

21 Yet hath he not root in himself, but dureth for a while: for when tribulation or 

persecution ariseth because of the word, by and by he is offended. 

22 He also that received seed among the thorns is he that heareth the word; and 

the care of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, choke the word, and he 

becometh unfruitful. 

23 But he that received seed into the good ground is he that heareth the word, 

and understandeth it; which also beareth fruit, and bringeth forth, some an 

hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 

KJV 

 

Luke 10:41-42 
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41 And Jesus answered and said unto her, Martha, Martha, thou art careful and 

troubled about many things: 

42 But one thing is needful: and Mary hath chosen that good part, which shall not 

be taken away from her. 

KJV 

 

Luke 12:29-31 

29 And seek not ye what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink, neither be ye of 

doubtful mind. 

30 For all these things do the nations of the world seek after: and your Father 

knoweth that ye have need of these things. 

31 But rather seek ye the kingdom of God; and all these things shall be added 

unto you. 

KJV 

 

1 Peter 5:7-9 

7 Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you. 

8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, 

walketh about, seeking whom he may devour: 

9 Whom resist stedfast in the faith, knowing that the same afflictions are 

accomplished in your brethren that are in the world. 

KJV 

 

Matt 6:25-34 

25 Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or 

what ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life 

more than meat, and the body than raiment? 

26 Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather 

into barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not much better than 

they? 

27 Which of you by taking thought can add one cubit unto his stature? 

28 And why take ye thought for raiment? Consider the lilies of the field, how they 

grow; they toil not, neither do they spin: 

29 And yet I say unto you, That even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like 

one of these. 

30 Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, which to day is, and to 

morrow is cast into the oven, shall he not much more clothe you, O ye of little 

faith? 

31 Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? 

or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed? 

32 (For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father 

knoweth that ye have need of all these things. 

33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these 

things shall be added unto you. 

34 Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought 

for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof. 

KJV 

 

 

5) When “in every thing” refers to good and bad times. 
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Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 (KJV) 

1 To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven: 

2 A time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up 

that which is planted; 

3 A time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to build up; 

4 A time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance; 

5 A time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones together; a time to 

embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; 

6 A time to get, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to cast away; 

7 A time to rend, and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; 

8 A time to love, and a time to hate; a time of war, and a time of peace. 

 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
 


